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Holiday Luncheon and General Meeting
December 11, 2010, 11:30AM – 1:30PM
Laudisio Restaurant, 29th Street Mall, Boulder
Share holiday cheer and learn about

Early Childhood Education in Boulder County
from our three speakers:

Bobbie Watson
Director of the Early Childhood Council of Boulder County (ECCBC)
Denys Vigil and Tikki Heublein
Co-Directors of the PASO (Providers Advancing School Outcomes) Project
Early childhood education, long a concern of LWV at all levels, is becoming a priority in
Boulder County, at the Colorado Legislature, and across the U.S.
The ECCBC (http://www.earlychildhoodbouldercounty.org/) is one of 30 Early Childhood
Councils in Colorado mandated by HB 07-1062 "to increase and sustain the quality,
accessibility, capacity and affordability of early childhood services for children five years and
younger and their parents." Such services are intended to help prepare children for
kindergarten in four areas or “domains”: early care and education; health care; family support
and education; and social, emotional and mental health.
The PASO Project (http://www.earlychildhoodbouldercounty.org/resources-care-PASO.aspx)
is one of the ECCBC’s many Boulder County partners. Its goals are to increase the quality of
early learning services for Latino children, increase Latino parental involvement with their
children's learning at home and at school, and support a community-based training model for
ICC (informal child care) providers.
SEND IN YOUR RESERVATION FORM BY DECEMBER 1 (PAGE 8)
TREAT YOURSELF AND BRING GUESTS!

Health Care Legislation
Unit Meetings, November 8-10 (see page 3 for time and place)
What does the new national health care act do for you and for others? Learn about significant changes
included in the Patient Protection and Affordable Health Care Act (PPACA) and the timeline for
implementing the changes.

Information will also be provided about Grand Junction's health care approach, and a list of
2010 Colorado state legislation related to health care will be distributed.
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From Lynne__
The big money that flooded the November election campaigns is very concerning--it pollutes our democracy and
diminishes public trust. Special interests spent millions and millions of dollars in this election, and it threatens to
drown out the voices of individual voters. Two potential pieces of legislation that would go a long way toward
addressing these concerns are the Disclosure Act and the Fair Elections Now Act. It is truly frustrating that
neither has yet passed.
The League of Women Voters has been calling attention to secret money being spent on political advertising for
months, but the U.S. Senate has refused to act to require disclosure, even after the House of Representatives
passed a strong disclosure bill. Because of changes in the law, there are no disclosure requirements. We are
seeing the largest campaign expenditures in history as organizations accept tens of thousands of dollars from
both American and foreign corporations. Essentially, these organizations are functioning as Political Action
Committees but without having to follow the laws requiring disclosure of their donors. LWV is calling on all
candidates to disavow secret advertising and asking our local media outlets not to accept ads unless the names of
the true donors are made public.
The Fair Elections Now Act (S. 752 and H.R. 1826) would allow federal candidates to choose to run for office
without relying on large contributions, big money bundlers, or donations from lobbyists, and to be free from the
constant fundraising in order to focus on what people in their communities want. Candidates would raise a large
number of small contributions (limited to $100) from their communities in order to qualify for Fair Elections
funding. The Committee on House Administration passed the Fair Elections Now Act on September 23, but it
has yet to come to the floor of the House.

November Unit Meetings on Health Care
Legislation

Calendar
November

The League’s Health Care Committee has been
studying the Patient Protection and Affordable
Health Care Act (PPACA) passed in March 2010 by
reviewing information from a number of sources. A
list of websites that offer information about the
legislation will be provided at the meeting.

8-10 Unit Meetings
17 Board Meeting/Dec-Jan Voter

December
10 Lobbyist training
11 Holiday General Meeting
15 Board Meeting

The unit meeting will start with a brief overview of
the outline of the PPACA to provide listeners with
an idea of the scope of the legislation. This will be
followed by a discussion of important changes
contained in the legislation organized around a
timeline when the changes will be implemented.

Boulder County Voter
10 issues per year
League of Women Voters of Boulder County
P.O. Box 1534, Boulder CO 80306-1534
www.lwvbc.org

The health care system in Grand Junction has often
been cited by experts as exemplary, and part of the
unit meeting will be devoted to a description of the
Grand Junction health care system. Finally,
information about health care legislation considered
by the Colorado State Legislature during the last
session will be distributed but not discussed.

President: Lynne Wegley
Membership: Prue Larson
Editor: Shirley Jin
Contact information on website.
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NOVEMBER UNIT MEETINGS: Health Care
The units are the heart of the League, where we discuss timely issues in small group sessions. To
meet the varied schedules of our members, we offer the same presentation 5 different times in 5
locations. Attend any one that suits you. Non-members welcome. Unit Coordinator: Anne
Fischer (See website for contact information,.

*Note change in location for Louisville Unit
DON’T MISS THESE OPPORTUNITIES TO PARTICIPATE IN LEAGUE DISCUSSION!
Monday, Nov. 8, ,11:15 a.m.-12:45 p.m.
Frasier Meadows Retirement Community
350 Ponca Place, Boulder
Enter Main entrance-west side of building ,
elevator to 4th floor Assembly Room

3595 Table Mesa Drive, Boulder
West of Broadway, corner of Stanford Ave.
Meeting Room on lower level
Wednesday, Nov 10, 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Boulder Public Library
11th & Arapahoe, Boulder
Boulder Creek Room (You may bring lunch)

Tuesday, Nov.9,, 10:30 a.m.-noon
Boulder County Fairgrounds
9595 Nelson Rd, Longmont
North on Hover, right turn onto Nelson Rd
going East., left turn into first driveway to
Clover Building - yellow brick building on
your right at the point where this driveway
turns left. Park adjacent to the building or in
nearby dirt lot.

Wednesday, Nov. 10,,
5:30 dine, 6:00-7:30 p.m. meeting
Please arrive promptly at 5:30 to facilitate
ordering
DOUBLE HAPPY RESTAURANT –Asian
style*
SE corner of Main & Spruce Sts., Louisville
Parking in rear lot or on street

Tuesday, Nov 9, 1-2:30 pm
George Reynolds Branch Library
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2010 Election Wrap-up
This year, as usual, we had many members helping with Voters Service activities. I think this was the
least involved I have been in the 6 years I have been doing Voters Service, which was fortunate for
me. I was particularly busy at work this fall, so I really appreciate all of the work that was done by
others. And this year, I have had a co-chair, Diana Barney. She has stepped in to take care of various
details/tasks for me, and her major focus was Voter Registration Drives.
Voter Registration Drives
Diana Barney was in charge, and volunteers were: Sue Anderson, Liz Black, Anne Fischer, Rose Mary
Highman, Shirley Jin, Celeste Landry, Angie Layton, Peggy Leech, Julie Leonard, Angela Marlino,
Beverly Springer, and Lynne Wegley.
The following report was submitted by Diana Barney:
"We had volunteers staffing six voter registration drives throughout the area this fall. Many thanks to
those who made these drives happen. It was a great success in terms of being seen by the public. One
of the most gratifying elements of the registration drives was the supportive nature of people who
stopped by the table just to thank us for being there. Although with easy on-line registration fewer
people are registering in person, these drives remain an excellent way to promote ourselves."
"A note regarding one of the effects of our contentious politics: places we've once had registration
drives in are no longer permitting it, including the Boulder and Longmont Farmer's Markets. There
was reluctance from some merchants I approached, saying that anything even remotely political would
aggravate the customers. A sobering sign of our argumentative times."
"To round out the League's year, later this spring we'll be in touch with the area high schools to see
about having voter registration drives there."
Local Ballot Issue Pamphlets
Rose Mary Highman headed up this year's ballot issue research committee (again). She is really an
expert in this area, and I always appreciate her help with this project. I think this is the most
difficult and time-sensitive of the Voters Service duties.
We covered 8 local ballot issues, for 5 different cities/government entities.
Researchers/writers/contributors: Liz Black, Deborah Hayes, Rose Mary Highman, Anne Hooker,
Linda Hultman, Celeste Landry, Peggy Leech, Joan McConkey, Paula McKey, and Anne
Norwood,
Editing Committee: Deborah Hayes, Rose Mary Highman, Peggy Leech, Liz Nick, and Anne
Norwood.
Formatting: Deborah Hayes formatted all of the various pamphlets for the printer, and also
submitted to Ceal Ruffing for publication on the LWVBC website.
Spanish language: Julie Leonard translated the Boulder County pamphlet (Issues 1A and 1B) into
Spanish. Deborah Hayes then formatted for the printer, and Ceal Ruffing published on our website.
We gave most of our copies to a group working out of Longmont with Latino voters to get them
comfortable with the voting process.
Distribution of State and Local Ballot Issue Pamphlets
We had 4 distribution points around the county: Anne Fischer for Boulder, Prue Larson for
Longmont, Catherine Felknor for ballot issue speakers, and Peggy Leech for Louisville, Lafayette,
Superior, and Broomfield. We delivered to the various libraries and other locations. The ballot
issue speakers distributed many pamphlets, and more were distributed at the unit meetings, and by
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Jean Haywood at Frasier Meadows. Several members took supplies of pamphlets to share with
other groups, friends, and neighbors.
Approximately 8,000 pamphlets of various versions were distributed, including about 3,500 state
(English and Spanish) and the different local pamphlets.
Speakers
For the first time since I have been doing Voters Service, we had someone coordinating the ballot
issue speakers instead of me. Catherine Felknor agreed to do this, and she did a great job! We had a
couple of meetings with the volunteer speakers to discuss strategies and the issues, which had not been
done in recent memory. Volunteers (including backups) were: Liz Black, Catherine Felknor, Rose
Mary Highman, Jeannette Hillery, Celeste Landry, Prue Larson, Angie Layton, Peggy Leech, Paula
McKey, Liz Nick, Anne Norwood, Beverly Springer, Lynne Wegley, and Louisa Young.
The following report was submitted by Catherine Felknor:
"A total of 12 members plus 2 backups expressed an interest in being a speaker willing to do
presentations about ballot issues for the fall 2010 election. Nine were actually involved in doing
presentations."
"A total of 19 presentations were made on Ballot Issues. Only 5 of these were Unit meetings, since
the Board had decided to combine state and local issues into the same unit meeting (rather than having
separate unit meetings for state and local issues as had been done in recent years). The remaining 14
presentations were requested by a variety of civic organizations, independent retirement facilities,
assisted living facilities, church groups, businesses, high schools, and a home owner's association. All
presentations occurred between September 29 and October 25. While most of the presentations
occurred in Boulder, there were three in Longmont, two in Broomfield, one in Louisville, and one in
Boulder County outside of any city."
Candidate Forums
Unfortunately, this year was a disappointment in the area of forums.
First, the traditional Longmont forum (usually co-sponsored by the League) was no longer
sponsored/conducted by the Longmont Times-Call. The Longmont Chamber of Commerce sponsored
a similar forum, but did not need the League's help this year.
Then, our other forum had to be cancelled due to lack of participation by one political party. We had
planned a forum for state legislative candidates from Broomfield and Boulder Counties. This included
6 different districts with 12 candidates. However, we ended up with 6 Democrats, 1 Republican, and 1
Libertarian willing to participate. This meant that we had some "empty chair" FCC and IRS
regulations to cope with, and we had to cancel the forum. Several people commented to me that it sure
is easier to get some publicity when we cancel a forum than when we are trying to get out the word
about an upcoming forum.
Before the forum was cancelled, we had volunteers lined up to help with the forum. I would like to
thank Dorothy Mahan for agreeing to be the moderator, and the following members for volunteering to
work at the forum: Sue Anderson, Diana Barney, Liz Black, Anne Fischer, Pam Forcey, Angela
Marlino, and Liz Nick.
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Other
Publicity: Louisa Young had been sending out press releases and working on ads about our forum
before it was cancelled. At least one ad was printed before the forum was cancelled. Ceal Ruffing
had also posted information about the forum on our LWVBC website.
Sandy Straus has been picking up messages from the League phone and passing them on to the
appropriate person. These include questions from voters about how to register, how to find
information about retention of judges, etc.
Pat Johnson was able to obtain funding from Wells Fargo to sponsor some of our state ballot issue
pamphlets. In addition, she had an agreement about funding for our candidate forum before it was
cancelled.
Ceal Ruffing has done a fantastic job with our new website, with all kinds of information and links
for voters. Everyone should visit our website to see what has been done!
I truly appreciate the support that I received from the board, from the "Voters Service Committee" and
from so many members.
---Peggy Leech, Voters Service co-chair

The League Experience
Please enjoy these comments of some long-time League members, who recently shared their
enthusiasm and reflected on the value of League membership. Aren’t these some of the same reasons
that keep you in League?

Forty-five year member Mary Leonard stated that League membership gave her a way of
“getting acquainted in a new location...both with people and the community itself”. She has liked
being “a part of League history”. For Mary, membership “become a family tradition involving several
generations.” She noted that “League is multi-issue with ample opportunity for study and action”.

Forty year member Annette Anderson found that League provided her with civics training
useful in her involvement with the Boulder City Council and Planning Board. It’s ”an educational
tool” and “keeps people informed”.

Forty year member Lynn Whitman stated that, ”The League has always meant good, reliable
information on issues. I have kept my membership for that information and because I believe in what
the League does.”
---Anne Fischer, LWVBC
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2010 Census and 2011 Redistricting
The U.S. Census counts every resident in the United States, and is required by the Constitution to take
place every 10 years. The census aims to count all U.S. residents—citizens and non-citizens alike.
The 2010 Census will help communities receive more than $400 billion in federal funds each year for
things like:
Hospitals
Job training centers
Schools

Senior centers
Emergency services
Bridges, tunnels and other-public works projects

The data collected by the census also help determine the number of seats Colorado has in the U.S.
House of Representatives and Colorado General Assembly. While the census does provide
information to the U.S. states on population in order for the states to redistrict appropriately, the
census is not actually responsible for the act of redistricting. The total number of state legislative
districts is fixed, but the U.S. Census may show that the boundaries need to be redrawn to adjust for
population shifts or other possible criteria. Census redistricting data will be available March 2011.
After a census, reflecting shifts in population nationwide, Congress reapportions the number of
representatives per state not to exceed a total for all states of 435. Each state gets at least one
representative. The number of representative seats plus each state’s two senators equals the number of
Electoral College electors for each state. LWVUS’ position is that congressional districts and
government legislative bodies should be apportioned substantially on population. The League is
convinced that this standard, established by the Supreme Court, should be maintained and the U.S.
Constitution should not be amended to allow for consideration of factors other than population in
apportionment.
In Colorado the General Assembly draws U.S. Congressional district lines using the following criteria:
population equality; compliance with the Voting Rights Act of 1965; preservation of political
subdivisions; preservation of ethnic, cultural, economic, trade area, geographic and demographic
factors; compactness; and minimal disruption of prior district lines. In 2000, the General Assembly
could not agree on the district lines for the U.S. Congressional Districts (there was a new district to be
delineated as well). The courts eventually drew the lines. In 2004, there was an attempt by the new
majority party to redraw the districts, but this was ruled invalid by the State Supreme Court. The
LWVCO position favors the use of the Reapportionment Commission for the U.S. Congressional
Districts.
An independent bi-partisan commission redraws district lines for the Colorado General Assembly.
Colorado’s Constitution calls for 35 State Senators and 65 State Representatives coming from districts
as nearly equal as possible in population and other criteria. The Colorado Reapportionment
Commission is charged with providing the district boundary lines for both houses. The plan is
approved/disapproved by the State Supreme Court; the legislature does not have to approve the plan.
The plan must be submitted no later than 123 days prior to the date of the 2012 precinct caucuses. If
the plan is disapproved, the Commission must revise it to conform to the court’s requirements and
submit it to the Secretary of State no later than 55 days prior to the caucus date.
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Scheduled Issue Committee Meetings
Thursday,
December
2, 2010

1pm2:30pm

Request
info: see
website

Thursday,
January 6,
2011

10amRequest
11:30am info: see
website

Agriculture in Boulder County Study. We
are researching various topics, such as: an
overview of the County's farming support
structure, GMOs, ethanol production, the role of
Boulder County Open Space in promotion of
local agriculture, ditch associations and water
delivery, and livestock and dairy trends in the
county. Once we have raw data, we will zero in
on what we think is of interest to Leaguers and
develop a presentation for the February Unit
Meetings
Right to Die Study. We are currently
interested in the issue of "Right to Die". We
would like to present Units on this topic in the
2011-2012 League year but our committee
would need the help of some League members
interested in the subject.

Registration Form
LWV of Boulder County
Holiday Luncheon/General Meeting
When:
Where:
Cost:
Deadline:

Saturday, December 11, 2010, 11:30 a.m.- 1:30 p.m.
Laudisio Restaurant, Twenty-Ninth Street Mall, Boulder
$25.00
December 1, 2010

Please mail this form and check payable to LWVBC to P.O. Box 1534, Boulder, Colorado 80306
Number of persons ______ X $25.00 = $______
Name (please print)_____________________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________________________
City _________________________________________________________________________
State __________________ Zip______
Entrée Choices: Please indicate your guests’ choices, as well as yours
Pasta Puttanesca (vegetarian) ________
Chicken Piccata ________
Entrees include salad, roasted potatoes and seared vegetable, dessert, and non-alcoholic beverage.
Cash bar available
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Join the League of Women Voters
To join the League of Women Voters of Boulder County, complete the form below and mail with your
check (made payable to LWVBC) to LWVBC, P.O. Box 1534, Boulder CO 80306-1534.
Dues are for one year and include membership in our local League as well as the state (LWV of Colorado)
and national Leagues (LWVUS). Members automatically receive ten issues of the local Voter and four
issues of the state League Voter. Members may also sign up for various electronic newsletters. Dues do
not cover our costs, so please add a contribution if you can. Contributions to the LWVBC are not taxdeductable as charitable contributions. But a separate check payable to the LWVCO Education Fund is
tax-deductible. For business contributions contact Patricia Johnson through our website.

___ New Member __ Renewal Today’s Date ____________________
___$55.00 Single Membership __ $82.50 Two members (same address) __ $25 Student
Name (please print) ________________________________________

Dues

$_______

Address __________________________________________________

Contribution $_ __

City ________________________________________Zip________________

Total

Phone (home) _______________________________
E-mail (please print) ____________________________________________________
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$_______

